
93+ pts

Wayfarer 2012 Pinot Noir 
Golden Mean

Sonoma Coast, Sonoma, USA

A more masculine, virile expression of Sonoma Coast 

Pinot emerges from the 2012 Pinot Noir Golden Mean. 

Dark cherries, new leather and savory herbs blossom in 

a big, broad-shouldered wine endowed with tremendous 

power. The 2012 was bottled just two weeks before this 

tasting, so it is still a bit shocked, but super-impressive 

just the same. There is plenty of upside here.

Drinking window: 2015 - 2020

- Antonio Galloni, Febuary 2014

95 pts

Wayfarer 2012 Pinot Noir 
Wayfarer Vineyard

Sonoma Coast, Sonoma, USA

Dark cherries, red stone fruits, menthol, flint and sweet 

spices all race out of the glass as the 2012 Pinot Noir 

Wayfarer Vineyard shows off its personality. Exotic and 

vibrant on the palate, the 2012 dazzles from the very first 

taste. The combination of sumptuous fruit and Sonoma 

Coast minerality is simply compelling. What a beautiful 

wine this is. The 2012 is power and class personified.

Drinking window: 2015 - 2020

- Antonio Galloni, Febuary 2014

Producer commentary 

Jayson Pahlmeyer purchased Wayfarer Vineyard in 1999 at the urging of Helen Turley and John Wetlaufer. The property sits in the new Fort 

Ross-Seaview AVA, just two ridges away from the Pacific. David Abreu planted the first vineyards in 2001. For the first few years the fruit from 

Wayfarer was blended into the Pahlmeyer wines, but beginning in 2012 the Wayfarer wines are being bottled separately. So far, there are 

three Pinots and one Chardonnay, but I am told there may be more wines in the near future. Cleo Pahlmeyer, Jayson’s daughter, continues her 

strategy to differentiate the family’s Sonoma and Napa wines. The Napa wines continue to be made by Kale Anderson, while the Sonoma wines 

are now made by Bibiana Gonzalez-Rave. The proof is in the pudding, and certainly this greater focus seems to be paying dividends. Simply put, 

the new Wayfarer wines are brilliant. Bibiana Gonzalez-Rave, the super-talented Colombian winemaker whom I have written about in the past, 

uses a bit of a lighter touch, including less overt oak influence at Wayfarer than she does with the Pahmleyer Pinots and Chardonnays, where 

the style is a bit more laid back than in the past, but still respectful of the Helen Turley/Erin Green legacy. Within the context of Sonoma Coast 

Pinot, the Wayfarer wines are textured, deep and intense, but not at all heavy. No detail has been overlooked, so it is hardly a surprise to see 

how well these wines have turned out. Today, there are a lot of new projects on the Sonoma Coast. Wayfarer is easily among the most exciting.



The 2012 Pinot Noir The Traveler is the richest and 

most powerful of these wines. Made with clonal material 

sourced from one of Burgundy’s top sites, the Traveler 

is layered with black stone fruit, cherries, menthol, cola 

and licorice. The Traveler was just bottled, so it will be 

interesting to see what the next 6-12 months bring. 

Today, I see a little less finesse than in the two other 

Wayfarer Pinots.

Drinking window: 2015 - 2020

- Antonio Galloni, Febuary 2014

92 pts

Wayfarer 2012 Pinot Noir 
The Traveler

Sonoma Coast, Sonoma, USA

The 2012 Chardonnay Wayfarer Vineyard impresses for 

its energy and focus. Grapefruit, lemon oil, pears, chalk 

and white flowers all take shape in the glass. Today, the 

2012 is a bit compact and closed in on itself, which is 

surprising for the year, even on the coast. This is a terrific 

first effort, though. There is every reason to think future 

vintages will be even better.

Drinking window: 2015 - 2020

- Antonio Galloni, Febuary 2014

92 pts

Wayfarer 2012 Chardonnay 
Wayfarer Vineyard

Sonoma Coast, Sonoma, USA

Producer commentary 

Jayson Pahlmeyer purchased Wayfarer Vineyard in 1999 at the urging of Helen Turley and John Wetlaufer. The property sits in the new Fort 

Ross-Seaview AVA, just two ridges away from the Pacific. David Abreu planted the first vineyards in 2001. For the first few years the fruit from 

Wayfarer was blended into the Pahlmeyer wines, but beginning in 2012 the Wayfarer wines are being bottled separately. So far, there are 

three Pinots and one Chardonnay, but I am told there may be more wines in the near future. Cleo Pahlmeyer, Jayson’s daughter, continues her 

strategy to differentiate the family’s Sonoma and Napa wines. The Napa wines continue to be made by Kale Anderson, while the Sonoma wines 

are now made by Bibiana Gonzalez-Rave. The proof is in the pudding, and certainly this greater focus seems to be paying dividends. Simply put, 

the new Wayfarer wines are brilliant. Bibiana Gonzalez-Rave, the super-talented Colombian winemaker whom I have written about in the past, 

uses a bit of a lighter touch, including less overt oak influence at Wayfarer than she does with the Pahmleyer Pinots and Chardonnays, where 

the style is a bit more laid back than in the past, but still respectful of the Helen Turley/Erin Green legacy. Within the context of Sonoma Coast 

Pinot, the Wayfarer wines are textured, deep and intense, but not at all heavy. No detail has been overlooked, so it is hardly a surprise to see 

how well these wines have turned out. Today, there are a lot of new projects on the Sonoma Coast. Wayfarer is easily among the most exciting.


